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In September 2008 NMC has donated R50.000 to the Wheat 
Women’s Fund, which was known as the Wheat Trust at the time. 
The grant was used for enterprise development in Gugu Zondi, 
Kwazulu Natal, where the money from NMC enabled the Vusisizwe project to purchase all 
the basic materials for a chicken abbatoire. 
This report contains a description of the project as well as the scanned in receipts and records 
of  the financial transaction. 
We would like to thank NMC again for it’s support, which enabled this projects to be set up. 
At present the benefits of the initial investments are still noticeable as the abbatoir is running 
well and providing an income to families in one of South Africa’s poorest regions. 
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As a report back mechanism The Wheat Fund interviewed the receivers of the grants and 
asked for an update of the project as well as a description of the manner in which the grant 
was allocated at the time. 
Gugu Zondi, KwaZulu Natal. 28 January 2010. 
Utholwethu is a community based organization that is based in rural KwaZulu Natal.  It is a 
big organization working together with a cluster of community organizations in the area. 
These community organizations are collectively working together towards offering solutions 
to the problems in their vicinity.  
Utholwethu is concerned with food security. In rural communities where most of the residents 
are either unemployed or dependants, access to food is a big problem. Therefore Utholwethu 
has agricultural projects where the land is used to till basic food stuff and rear animals such as 
chickens, goats, pigs and cattle. The smaller livestock are a preferred business as they offer 
returns within a smaller time period. 
The Wheat Trust, through the financial support of NMC, was able to offer a grant to one of 
the Utholwethu projects. This project (Vusisizwe Project) was given R50 000. Through the 
grant, Vusisizwe was supported in starting up their poultry enterprise. As a women-led 
grassroots organization, there had been no resources available to help this project grow 
exponentially. Basic equipment was purchased and it ranged from a mini abattoir (for 
slaughtering chickens), to 300 chicks and chicken feed amongst others. The cash was not 
physically handed out to the project as it was paid directly to Ubucubu Home Industries (an 
agricultural shop). However, the process was empowering to the grantees in that they were 
actively involved in choosing and procuring all the poultry supplies that were needed. This 
encourages a sense of ownership amongst the grantees as they are buying exactly what they 
need as opposed to being told what they should get.  A quote from Ms Gugu Zondi Illustrates 
Wheat’s commitment and practically acting out our bottom up approaches to grantees …“a 
representative came all the way from Wheat and she helped us with the technical issues. 
However, she insisted that we pick the tools and resources that we deemed necessary for the 
project to succeed. We felt very happy and encouraged by that attitude”. 

Vusisizwe has grown immensely since receiving the grant. They now own all the necessary 
equipment needed for their business to succeed;  they have learnt about taking ownership and 
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initiative; they have grown in autonomy and leadership;  they have learnt to run a profitable 
business despite the extreme weather conditions that they are faced with, and women have 
been empowered through out the process.    

Vusisizwe is grateful for the opportunity that Wheat and NMC afforded them. Vusisizwe 
commends the Wheat Women’s Fund as well as NMC for seeking out a rural project and for 
fully supporting it as opposed to most donors who flood the urban parts and are neglectful of 
the areas that need the most assistance. 
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